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not to upset the ordinary business prosperity of the
country I A whole year has passed and nothing
has happened . . .*"

A year had passed, and Mr. Baldwin's sedative
had been gratefully absorbed by large numbers of his
fellow-countrymen, whom Mr. Churchill's stimulant
failed to attract. For it was comforting to believe
that everything possible was being done, that indus-
try was not unduly dislocated by war preparations,
that things, in fact, might be a good deal worse.
That was the essence of the nation's outlook under
Mr. Baldwin. The public mood was scarcely gay,
but it was equable; and when Mr. Baldwin took
his leave after the Coronation, it viewed with calm
the substitution of Mr. Neville Chamberlain. This
statesman, whose earlier experience had been exclu-
sively municipal, was admirably qualified to succeed
Mr. Baldwin. His brief appearance as Mr. Lloyd
George's Minister of National Service under the
fierce stress of war had been disastrous. But in
peace conditions he had filled the Ministry of Health
with rigid competence, and as Chancellor of the
Exchequer he had been Mr. Baldwin's leading col-
league and heir-apparent through the decisive years,
the fatal interlude when so much might have been
done. His leading interests were in domestic politics ;
and his view of international affairs seemed to con-
sist of a simple-minded certainty that all difficulties
would evaporate before a few straightforward talks
with the foreign principals. This method had been
known to produce excellent results in business and
on the City Council; and there was no apparent
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